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Education 

 
University of Pittsburgh 

Ph.D. May 2011, School of Information Sciences 

Dissertation: Relationship Analysis of Image Descriptions: An Ontological, Content 

Analytic Approach  
  

The University of Alabama 

MLS 1993, School of Library and Information Studies 

Recipient, MLS Faculty Scholar Award 
 

University of Minnesota  

BFA 1974, College of Liberal Arts, Music Theory Composition 
                                           

 

Professional Experience 

 

2011 to present, Professor of Libraries, U.S. Naval War College, 

Newport, Rhode Island 
 

I am currently responsible for oversight and administrative management of the Naval 

War College Library, which operates under the aegis of the Department of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense, and the U.S. federal government. My work entails: 

 

• Conceptualizing the library’s organizational management strategy; facilitating 

annual strategic planning sessions; building consensus on goals and objectives 

and synthesizing into a vision what the library should pursue; assigning action 

items and monitoring progress   

• Aligning the library’s annual budget narrative and spend plan with the strategic 

vision; tracking spending against budget to ensure accuracy and effectiveness of 

financial controls 

• Exercising policy and planning guidance and general supervision of two 

operational branches: Henry Eccles Library and Classified Library 

• Exercising policy and planning guidance for the Naval Historical Collection’s 

archives and federal records management program (November 2011 through 

July 2017) 

• Safeguarding the acquisition, cataloging, storage, and dissemination of materials 

classified secret; implementing procedures for the proper destruction and 

disposal of classified information   

• Project lead on developing Navy Higher Education Digital Archives and 

Preservation System, including creation of metadata guidelines to ensure long 

http://d-scholarship.pitt.edu/8495/
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term visibility and access to public information, restricted, and classified 

information  

• Participating on technical evaluation boards evaluating responses to Requests for 

Quotation, including Integrated Library System, Library Services Platform, 

physical inventory of collections, digitization of at-risk archival materials, 

moving libraries, and implementing a repository that complies with Open 

Archival Information System standard  

• Generating statistical analysis of library’s input and output measures to identify 

trends in acquisitions, circulation, database usage, reference, and social media; 

developing outcome measures for Information Literacy program 

• Overseeing and participating in all aspects of human resources management, 

including recruiting, hiring, setting performance elements and evaluating 

performance, providing training and instruction, mentoring, establishing 

competencies and individual development plans, and evaluating and 

implementing disciplinary actions  

• Promoting a culture of learning among library staff by supporting enrollment in 

matriculated programs, attendance at workshops, and participation in online 

webinars; encouraging evidence-based practice, going to the literature to learn 

what others have discovered and applied 

• Participating on architect’s design and planning team for construction of new 

88,000 square foot Learning Commons; moving libraries into temporary 

buildings for two years; returning staff and collections to the new Learning 

Commons 

 

In my current position as Professor of Libraries, U.S. Naval War College, I have had 

the privilege of working with a unique blend of dedicated civilian and military 

professors who demonstrate deep expertise in national security, naval history, strategy, 

and policy. Our graduate students are a mix of military and civilian, resident and 

distance education, U.S. citizens and international students from 63 different 

countries. I often meet with visiting dignitaries and senior ranking officers from other 

nations, an experience that has given me a broad, international perspective on the 

absolute importance of using and sharing information as a means of developing strong 

bonds with institutions outside our own.  

 

Despite the complexities of working within large, bureaucratic institutions (the 

Department of Defense and Department of Navy), persistence and a one-team ethos 

enabled my staff and me to make many landmark contributions to the college.  One 

example is the design and completion of the College’s new Learning Commons in 

August 2016. My role included guiding the library staff through four years of strategic 

planning, consensus building, design work, and construction. Along with the many 

challenges of rearranging and consolidating collections into compact mobile shelving 

and integrating five new departments into the library, there was the added challenge of 

designing and building a Classified Library for materials classified secret.  

 

Another initiative that was especially complex, both administratively and conceptually, 

was leading a team of librarians, archivists, and administrators at three different 

https://usnwc.edu/News-and-Events/News/Sen-Reed-helps-open-new-Naval-War-College-Learning-Commons
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geographically separated institutions (the Naval War College, the U.S. Naval Academy 

in Annapolis, and the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey) in designing and 

implementing a shared digital archives and preservation system. Built on Preservica 

cloud edition, we named the system TRIREME and went live in early 2017 after two 

years of development.  

 

Strategic initiatives also included support for expanding online resources to distance 

education faculty, staff, and students by implementing proxy services and newly 

designed websites for the library and archives; managed upgrade to Sirsi/Dynix SaaS 

hosted Integrated Library System with Summon web-scale discovery system, and Ares 

electronic course reserves. More recently we completed another migration to Ex 

Libris Alma with Primo discovery layer and Leganto course reserves.  

 

Lastly, I successfully completed directing a five-year strategic planning initiative with 

the Naval Historical Collection (2017) that increased storage space by 300%, 

implemented a networked environmental monitoring system, and began digitizing at-

risk materials, including The Nimitz Graybook. (This links to a video clip of my 

speech at the unveiling.) 
 

 
 

2007–2011 Doctoral Student and Teaching Assistant, University of 

Pittsburgh, School of Information Sciences, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

 
Completed a program of advanced study and original research, earning a Doctor of 

Philosophy degree from the School of Information Sciences in 2011. 

 

• Demonstrated an ability to synthesize and understand complex concepts and 

content, problem solve, manage complex data sets, apply advanced research 

methods, design and make decisions about abstract models 

• Managed and completed multiple projects, including knowledge base design 

and implementation, website design and implementation, designing syllabi and 

preparing for classroom lectures 

 

As a doctoral student I held a variety of positions including Graduate Research 

Assistant for Richard Cox in archival studies; Graduate Research Assistant for 

Geoffrey Bowker in cyber-scholarship and Values in Design; and Teaching Assistant 

in Photographic Archives, Digital Libraries, and Introduction to Information 

Technologies.   

 

In my dissertation research I adopted an interdisciplinary strategy that brought me in 

close proximity with Carnegie Mellon University faculty and students in Artificial 

Intelligence, language technologies, and philosophy, and University of Pittsburgh 

faculty and students in the fields of computer science, archival theory, linguistics, and 

art history.   

https://usnwc.edu/News-and-Events/News/Navy-higher-education-libraries-announce-digital-archives-and-preservation-collaborative
https://youtu.be/IZdeuT5FbH0?t=439
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2002–2007 Director of Library Services, Washington & Jefferson College, 

Washington, Pennsylvania 
  

Responsible for all aspects of the U. Grant Miller Library, including the organization, 

administration, operation, and evaluation of library services, physical facilities, staff, 

collections, and budgets. 

 

• Led fund raising initiatives resulting in a one-million-dollar bequest for the 

archives, $540,000 in grant monies from Mellon Foundation, Buhl 

Foundation, and George I. Alden Trust, and $25,000 from the Knapp 

Foundation.  

• Implemented new wage and salary administration, including classification 

schedules, position descriptions, and a performance assessment plan 

• Oversaw conspectus analysis of collections 

• Project leader, developing and implementing web-based digital library using 

CONTENTdm 

• Project leader, migrating from text-based library system (DRA Classic) to 

Sirsi/Dynix Unicorn system 

• Project leader, converting collections from Dewey Decimal classification to 

Library of Congress classification  

 
In addition to my work at the College, I became an artist member of Pittsburgh 

Filmmakers where I actively practiced black and white photography and filmmaking 

from 2002-2011.  
 

 

1997-2002 Arkansas State University, Mountain Home (ASUMH) 
 

Directed the Norma E. Wood Library in planning, budgeting, staff hiring, assessing, 

and developing programs, services, and collections. 

 

• Led fund raising initiatives resulting in two $25,000 grants from North 

Arkansas Telephone Company 

• Raised $150,000 in state grants to support born-digital archives   

• Participated on architect’s design and planning team for construction of new 

library 

• Planned and supervised moving collections to new facility  

 

Two major initiatives mark the five years I worked at ASUMH. One was overseeing 

the design and construction of the new college library. A more far-reaching program 

that I initiated, named the South Shore Memory Project, involved local businesses, 

schools, parents, and middle school students who learned how to capture oral 

histories, hand-code HTML, and setup and configure Apache web servers. I guided 
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the students, teachers, and their school media specialist in setting up a born-digital 

archives and multimedia lab capable of converting film, analog video, and audio, to 

streaming formats. This was one of the most rewarding programs I ever participated 

in. It involved a large, diverse group of individuals and institutions; students’ 

enthusiasm spilled over into every corner of the community as they interviewed 

parents and grandparents and challenged themselves to master, what was then, newly 

emerging audio and visual digital technologies. The local newspapers made quite a 

story of their accomplishments. 

 

 

1996–1997 Freelance Writer  
  

After publishing, The Complete Internet Companion for Librarians in 1995, a work 

that Library Journal later recognized as one of the library profession’s most 

outstanding pieces of literature (June 15, 1998), I took a break from directing libraries 

and wrote full time, publishing two more books with Neal-Schuman Publishers: 1) 

Securing PCs and Data in Libraries and Schools, and 2) The Neal-Schuman 

Complete Internet Companion for Librarians, first edition.  

 

 

1993-1996 Library Director, Saline County Library System, Benton, 
Arkansas  
   

Public Library Director, responsible for all aspects of the main library and branch, 

including hiring and training staff, administration, operations, and evaluation of library 

resources and services, physical facilities, collections, and budgets. 

 

• Engaged in active public relations program, participated in sixteen public 

speaking events  

• Solicited for funds and gathered public support during county millage 

campaign  

• Served on the Literacy Council; organized volunteers to teach Adult Basic 

Education 

 

When I first arrived in 1993, the general public was just beginning to learn about the 

Internet. It was there that I established one of the State's first public library Internet 

connections by creating an account on the University of Arkansas’s VAX/VMS server 

and then established our library’s connections by dialing in with modems. I also 

helped establish one of the early prototypes of wide area networking to link the main 

library’s catalog to the branch system via a virtual private network connection through 

a dial-up modem.   

 

 

1992–1993 Graduate Student, School of Library and Information Studies, 

The University of Alabama 
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Along with my studies, I worked as a Graduate Research Assistant in the Information 

Processing Lab and received my first introduction to Internetworked- and mainframe-

computing.  Upon graduation I was awarded the MLS Faculty Scholar Award. My 

relationship with the school has remained strong and in 2014 I was named 

Distinguished Alumnus by the University’s College of Communications and 

Information Science. 

 

 

1990–1992   Library Director, Searcy County Library, Marshall, Arkansas 

   
Two years before I earned my MLS, I was selected to direct the Searcy County 

Library system, a small, public library system located in the Ozark Mountains of 

North Central Arkansas. I was responsible for all matters relating to the administrative 

management of the library, including the development of two children’s summer 

reading programs.  

 

 

1974-1989 Composer, Instrument Builder, Recitalist  
  

My first career was in music, freelancing as a performer, composing, and building 

instruments. During 1975 through 1979, I served as Artist in Residence teaching 

percussion concurrently at Augsburg College, Carleton College, St. Olaf College, and 

University of Minnesota, Duluth. In 1979, I auditioned and was selected to tour for 

three years with the United States Military Academy Band at West Point, New York. 

 

 

Publications (Selective Listing) 

 

• Image descriptions and their relational expressions: a review of the literature and 

the issues, Journal of Documentation, Volume 71, No. 1 (2015). 

• Capturing relationships expressed in image descriptions: A preliminary 

investigation, BiD: textos universitaris de biblioteconomia i 

documentacio, Number 27 (2011). 

• OntoPhoto and the Role of Ontology in Organizing Knowledge. (2011). 

Knowledge Organization, 38(2). 

• Killed Negatives: The Unseen Photographic Archives. (2010). Archivaria, 68, 1-

37. 

• Photographic Materials Education in Library Schools. (2010). The PIEA Journal 
for Photography Education, 1. 

• The Archival Photograph and Its Meaning: Formalisms for Modeling Images. 

(2009). Journal of Archival Organization, 7 (4). 

• Connecting Kids & the Web: A Handbook for Teaching Internet Use and Safety. 

(2003). New York, NY: Neal-Schuman Publishers. 
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• Neal-Schuman Complete Internet Companion for Librarians, Second Edition. 

(2001). New York, NY: Neal-Schuman Publishers. 

• The South Shore Memory Project: Children Building Digital Libraries. (April 

2000). Arkansas Libraries, 14-20. 

• Connecting Kids and the Internet: A Handbook for Librarians, Teachers and 

Parents, Second Edition. Co-authored with Linda M. Fodemski. (1999). New 

York, NY: Neal-Schuman Publishers. 

• Building a Secure Library System. (March 1998). Computers in Libraries, 24-29. 

• Securing PCs and Data in Libraries and Schools. (1998). New York, NY: Neal-

Schuman Publishers. 

• The Complete Internet Companion for Librarians. (1995). New York, NY: Neal-

Schuman Publishers.  

 

 

Awards/Honors 

 

• Recognized by the College of Communications and Information Science, 

University of Alabama, as one of the College's forty outstanding alumni, 2014. 

• Recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award, School of Library and Information 

Science, University of Alabama, 2013. 

• Awarded the Outstanding Academic Service Award, August 2000, Arkansas State 

University Mountain Home. 

• Library Journal (June 15, 1998) recognized The Complete Internet Companion 

for Librarians as one of the library profession’s most outstanding pieces of 

literature. 

• Awarded MLS Faculty Scholar Award 1993, University of Alabama. 

• Awarded the Army Commendation Medal for composing original field-music 

marches for summer Retreat Review Ceremonies at the United States Military 

Academy, West Point, New York, 1982. 

 

 

Speaking Experience (Selective Listing) 

 

• “Grand Opening U.S. Naval War College Learning Commons,” U.S. Naval War 

College, November 21, 2016. 

• “The Nimitz Gray Book Project,” New England Archivists Fall Symposium, 

November 1, 2014, Salve Regina University, Newport, Rhode Island. 

• “A Content Analytic, Ontological Approach to Understanding Relationships in 

Image Descriptions,” The University of Barcelona, April 5, 2011.  

• “Challenges and Opportunities in Information Communications Technology 

(ICT),” Tashkent State University of Economics, Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 

December 30, 2003. 

• “Multimedia: Applications in Education,” East Arkansas Community College In-

service, February 22, 2002, Forrest City, Arkansas.  
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• “Digital image editing," Arkansas Library Association 2000 Annual Convention, 

October 9, 2000, Springdale, AR.  

• "Connecting Kids and the Internet," 13
th

 Pennsylvania Technology Conference, 

November 1, 1999, Harrisburg, PA.  

• "Defending Against Sabotage: Security Solutions for Libraries," Computers in 

Libraries national convention, March 2-4, 1998, Arlington, VA.  

• "Security Solutions for Libraries," Arkansas Association of Two-Year Colleges 

Annual Conference, October 15-17, 1997, Little Rock, Arkansas.  

 

 

Professional Memberships and Service 

 

• Association for Library and Information Science Educators 

• International Society for Knowledge Organization 

• Association of College and Research Libraries 

• Vice President, Consortium of Rhode Island Academic and Research Libraries 

(2017-19) 

• President, Consortium of Rhode Island Academic and Research Libraries (2019-21) 

• Member of the Board, Rhode Island Coalition of Library Advocates (2017-21) 

• Rhode Island Library Association and New England Library Association 

 


